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More big ideas from Sarah Susanka including hundreds of 'Not So Big ideas' that can beautifully

and affordably transform any home. Sometimes small changes can have a big impact. But many

homeowners looking for more living space still insist on building expensive additions or completely

rebuilding their home. In the latest groundbreaking step in the Not So Big revolution, Sarah Susanka

and Marc Vassallo demonstrate how carefully chosen tweaks and simple additions can make a

home seem much larger and more inviting. They avoid high-end architectural solutions, focusing

instead on how Not So Big ideas can dramatically improve even the most modest home. The

authors show readers how to think like an architect, so they can accurately assess their homes

shortcomings, apply Not So Big principles to their remodeling plan, and phase in their project

incrementally over time.
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It's almost a good thing Remodeling the Not So Big House wasn't out during my remodeling project.

I think I would have slept with it under my pillow! I got so much out of a different book in the series

that I had to run out and get Remodeling even though my remodeling is done!It is as well-written,

organized and photographed as the other books in the series. I am an EcoBroker Certified real

estate agent so I was eager to review the green chapter. I agree with Susanka that, really, the whole

book is a green book. The concepts go hand in hand...less space is more green, getting more out of

every inch is green, making something beautiful so it lasts is green.The concepts from the other



books carry over. The Not So Big House made such a difference in the plans for our remodel. We

were feeling really stuck because the idea of the 5th bedroom that our builder and architect

suggested felt so wrong to us. We learned is that if you ask someone like that how to solve a

problem they will solve it with a bigger blueprint or a bigger hammer. Not So Big Hosue gives a

voice and confidence to the resisting going bigger to solve problems.There were two outcomes in

our design that I directly credit to inspiration from the books. First, we have this fantastic closet that

solved our problem of creating a master bedroom in about 1/3 of the space. The bonus was that it

also gave us the opportunity to do a facelift on the front exterior. Second, we were trying to

maximize the kitchen space. One of the options to get an island in there was to close off the entry

between the kitchen and the dining room. After reading the book I realized we would essentially be

cutting off 400 square feet of space as we'd never have reason to use the dining room or the living

room.
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